
         I hope your summers were relaxing, and you are feeling ready 
for the school year to begin!  There are tremendous opportunities 
for participation this year in the Youth Community.  And we are 
eager to help find the right way for YOU to connect! 

 
 
 
 

 
Program Highlights 

 
·  Wednesday night Classes -- Whether we are learning about Israel through an arts seminar, 

grappling with issues around Jewish history, laughing with Urban Improv, involved in an AIDS 
awareness program, working with the elderly and Jewish war veterans, or approaching issues of 
hunger and homelessness  --  our Wednesday night program offers interesting and challenging 
topics for everyone.   

·  Trips and Events -- All throughout the year, there are a variety of both local and regional 
programs that are open to different ages.  The 7th / 8th grade starts the year off with a day long trip 
to Thompson’s Island on October 22nd, our 9th grade travels to NY to explore Jewish history Nov 
3-4th, the 10th grade lobbies on capital hill during a trip to DC through the Religious Action Center 
at the end of March and our 11th /12th grade will return to Habitat for Humanity in SC to help build 
homes during February break! 

·  Student Teaching -- Our student teacher program at TST offers invaluable aid to our lower grade 
classes.  In addition to the aid in the classroom, this program provides a unique learning 
opportunity for our teens.   

·  Tikkun Olam  -- Join us for a one day social action opportunity, run by our youth board, or sign 
up for a longer running project. 
·  We will again be partnering with an elementary school in the area, bringing our 9th—12th grade 

teens to some of their first and second graders to help promote literacy. The tutoring program is 
part of a larger initiative through the JCRC.   

·  Shir Tikva will be taking part in a new Boston initiative for 7th and 8th grade students called 
“Heart Action”.   The program connects our students with assisted living facilities in the area, and 
involves learning as well as service.   

·  Study Hebrew on Sunday Mornings - - Youth Community, in partnership with the Adult 
Learning Committee, now offers a Modern Hebrew Language class on Sunday mornings from 
11:00 am – 1:00 pm.  

·  Youth Group - - Both the 7th and 8th as well as the 9th – 12th have a full calendars of events 
throughout the whole year! 

 
General Overview of Grade Specific Learning: 
 
Grade 7 — How Mitzvot Affect Our Identity.  We build on the 6th grade mitzvah awareness curriculum and 
bring the discussion a step further.  How does our knowledge and understanding of commandments instruct 
who we are? 
Grades 8 & 9 — The first part of the year for the 8th & 9th grade will be in core grade level courses, while the 
second half of the year will provide course options.  Some of the topics covered will be: Understanding Israel 
by Understanding History, Responses to the Holocaust, Making Jewish Choices, Comparative Religions, and 
more. 
Grade 9 Trip to New York City - This will be the first year in which we take our 9th grade students on a trip to 
New York City, designed specifically for them.  The trip will focus on the Jewish history and heritage of New 
York.  Our trip is scheduled for  November 3rd – 4th.   



Grade 10 — Confirmation is a special year of study with the clergy and Director of Congregational Learning.  
The year culminates in a trip to the Religious Action Center in Washington DC through and students Jewish 
identities are “confirmed” in a special service on Shavuot.  Our trip is scheduled for March 23rd – 26th 
Grades 11 & 12 — Social Justice in Our World.   Centered around a week-long Habitat for Humanity 
volunteer experience over February break, our class will explore issues of world community, civil rights, 
equality, and our responsibility to act.  Building on the connections created last year with Leo Baeck in Haifa, 
we will invite Israeli teens to join us on our trip! 
 
 

   
Pictures from final youth community picnic last May 

 
 
          
 


